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Mission Statement

A belief in the worth and dignity of each and every person.
A respect for knowledge and a strong commitment to provide quality educational opportunities for
each of our students.
A conviction that democratic societies have more to offer than totalitarian societies.
A faith in reason and in an orderly solution of conflict.
A belief in the protection of personal liberties within the limits of the law.
A belief that our success as an educational institution is measured primarily by the success and
achievement of our students.

The educational philosophy of the Norris School District is built on the following
principles:

SERVING CHILDREN SINCE 1880

norris k12 ca us



NEW TO THE NORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT

Shaina Hardin – ESN
Bradley Robinson – ESN
Amanda Bluemel – ESN
Melissas Larson - Kindergarten 
Elizabeth Tudor – Speech Pathologist
Marissa Smierciak - 3rd Grade

Jamie Hagestad – ESN
Shandy Kondus – ESN
Payton Henry – Intensive RSP
Skie Mayo – Intensive RSP
Yvonne Reyes – Intensive RSP Jaylynn 
Smith – Ag Science
Sara Murduff - Band
Josue Torres - Math
Katie Lemster – Media Arts
Kaitlyn Ngo – Science

Alexandra Catano – Kindergarten
Claire Paquette – SDC Mild/Mod                       
Kayla Andersen - SDC Mild/Mod
Natalie Valdez – SDC Mild/Mod
Madisson Templeton - 1st Grade
Natalie McGee – 1st Grade
Allison Sullivan – 5th Grade
Alexandra Murphy – 6th Grade
Emilio Villagran – Physical Education

Olive Drive Elementary
Danae Rodriguez – ESN 
Tristen Lorraine – ESN
Kelci Van Der Horst- 1st Grade
Alexis Routh - 1st Grade
Abigail Matevousian – 3rd Grade
Lauren Saavedra – 4th Grade 
Alejandra Rincon – 6th Grade
Katherine Baharona-Ruiz – 6th Grade Danielle 
Fleeman - Psychologist 

Courtney Alsup – Kindergarten
Madeleine May – Kindergarten
Melissa Duncan – 1st Grade
Kathryn Flores – 2nd Grade
Gabrielle Rimer – 2nd Grade
Yasmin Awnallah – 3rd Grade
Schuyler Cameron – 4th Grade
Kayla Leiva – 5th Grade
Ashley Sommerfeld – 5th Grade
Nina Gonzales – 6th Grade
Daniel Garcia - Band
Yadira Anguiano-Ramirez – Speech Pathologist

Paula Cardenas - RSP



Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year in the Norris School District! I hope everyone is 
enjoying an amazing summer and is prepared to return to school soon.

In the Norris School District, we are committed to meeting the needs of all of our students 
with the goal that students will grow and learn every day. We have a dedicated and 
talented staff that works diligently to make this happen for our school community. We 
want our schools to be safe places where students are challenged and inspired to be 
productive citizens.

Personally, I am a proud graduate of the Norris School District. I attended Norris from 
Kindergarten through 8th Grade, graduating from Norris Middle School in 1993. I 
currently reside in the Norris School District with my wife and three children. My two 
daughters have graduated from Norris Middle School over the last two years and my son 
attends school in the district. Our family is proud to say this community is our home and 
it is a privilege for me to serve as Superintendent for the Norris School District.

For the upcoming school year, I am proud to welcome back our Norris School District 
administrative team and would like to introduce the newest member

Stephanie Bolin - Coordinator, Special Education
Mrs. Bolin has been teaching for 16 years and has been a Special Education teacher at 
Bimat Elementary. She holds a bachelor's degree in Elementary Education, a Master's 
Degree in Administrative Services and an Administrative Credential. 

We will be welcoming 47 new teachers to our District and a number of other staff 
members that are anticipating the beginning of the new school year.

I believe the 2026-2027 school year is going to be a great year and I am excited for
the students to return. We will continue to do everything we can to meet the needs
of all our students. As always, I invite you to contact my office with your questions, 
comments or concerns. I look forward to the start of the new school year and the 
opportunity to see our students and families on campus. Enjoy the last days of
summer!

Sincerely,

Cy Silver
W

NOTES FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT

CY S ILVER



NSD School Calendar Printed on July 23, 2026
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27 28 29 30 31 31 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30

08/11 NSD Annual Breakfast 09/02 NSD PD 1 of 4 10/09 End of Q1 

08/13 First Day of Instruction 09/07 Labor Day 10/16 Report Cards Q1 

08/18 B2S Night (TK-6) 09/25 Progress Reports Q1 10/19 Conferences Begin (TK-6)

08/25 B2S Night (7-8) 09/14 Conferences Begin (7-8) 10/28 NSD PD 2 of 4
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2 ⛺ 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4
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23 24 25 26 27 21 22 23 24 25 18 19 20 21 22 22 23 24 25 26

30 ⛺ 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29

11/11 Veterans' Day 12/18 Minimum Day, Break Begins 01/01 New Year's Day Observed 02/05 Progress Reports Q3 

11/13 Progress Reports Q2 12/18 End of Q2 01/08 Report Cards Q2 02/08 Lincoln's Birthday Observed

11/20 Minimum Day, Break Begins 12/25 Christmas Day Observed 01/18 MLK Day Observed 02/15 Presidents' Day 

11/26 Thanksigiving Day 01/27 NSD PD Day 3 of 4 
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03/12 End of Q3 04/14 NSD PD Day 4 of 4 05/06 Traditions Dinner (7-8) 06/01 Last Teacher Work Day 

03/19 Report Cards Q3 04/23 Progress Reports Q4 05/20 May Dinner (TK-6) 

03/28 Easter Sunday 05/27 Last Day of Instruction 

03/29 Non Student Day 05/31 Memorial Day 

NSD Annual Breakfast Q1 09/25

First Day of Instruction 08/13 Q1 End of Quarter 10/09 8/19 8/26 9/9 9/23 9/30

Labor Day 09/07 Q1 Report Cards 10/16 10/7 10/14 11/4 11/18 12/2 TK-K 12:35 4 - 6 1:45

Veterans' Day 11/11 Q2 11/13 12/9 12/16 1/6 1/13 1/20 1 - 3 1:15 7 - 8 2:15

Thanksgiving Day 11/26 Q2 End of Quarter 12/18 2/3 2/10 2/10 2/24 3/3

Christmas Day 12/25 Q2 Report Cards 01/08 3/10 3/17 3/31 4/7 4/21

New Year's Day 01/01 Q3 02/05 4/28 5/5 5/12 5/19 5/26 TK-8: Same as Reg Min Day
MLK Day Observed 01/18 Q3 End of Quarter 03/12 *PD Days on separate dismissal
Lincolns' Birthday Observed 02/08 Q3 Report Cards 03/19

Presidents' Day 02/15 Q4 04/23 09/02 10/28 01/27 04/14

Easter Sunday 03/28 Q4 End of Quarter 05/27 TK - 3 11:35 7 - 8 12:35

Non-Student Day 03/29 Q4 Report Cards 05/27 4 - 6 12:05

Memorial Day 05/31 Back-To-School Night (TK-6) 08/18

Last Day of Instruction 05/27 Back-To-School Night (7-8) 08/25

Last Teacher Work Day ODE ⛺11/30 - 12/04 Conferences Begin (7-8) 09/14 TK - 3 1:15 7 - 8 1:15

VES (Group 1)  ⛺ 11/02 - 11/06 Conferences End (7-8) 09/18 4 - 6 12:45

VES (Group 2) ⛺ 11/16 - 11/20 Fall Festival 10/17

Thanksgiving Break 11/23 - 11/27 NES (Group 1) ⛺ 12/07 - 12/11 Conferences Begin (TK-6) 10/19

Winter Break 12/21 - 01/01 WBE ⛺ 12/14 - 12/18 Conferences End (TK-6) 10/23 TK-3 11:30 7-8 11:00

Spring Break 3/22 - 3/29 Traditions Dinner (7-8) 05/06 4-6 11:55

CAASPP Testing May Dinner (TK-6) 05/20
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The board recognizes that proper student attire is
an important part of an effective school
environment. Student dress should reflect the
importance of school and help create a climate
conducive to student achievement.

The primary responsibility for student dress lies
with the student’s family. We have confidence in
and are appreciative of parental support for the
school’s efforts to maintain appropriate standards
for student dress.

Prohibited Dress:
Flip-flop sandals or shoes without heel straps, slides,
slippers, metal-tip boots, or shoes with
grinders/wheels.
Halter tops, backless dresses, bare midriff styles,
spaghetti straps, or strapless or revealing tops. 
Any style hat or headwear other than those listed
below shall not be worn.
Student dress which advertises, promotes, depicts,
or supports drugs, alcohol, or tobacco, or products
containing these substances are not permitted.

A Must-Read Before You Do Any Back-to-School Shopping

Footwear with a back strap shall be worn at all times and shall not be removed.
All tops shall have a minimum 2” shoulder strap. A bare midriff may not be
visible when arms are stretched upward and no exposed undergarments.
Shorts must have a minimum of a 5” inseam or be mid-thigh and/or bottom of
hem at the fingertips when hands are at sides. Skirt and dress length must be
long enough to fully participate in PE without restrictions.  
Pants, shorts, and skirts may not have holes above the 5” inseam or allowable
length as stated above. Skin MAY NOT be showing, even through “shredding”
above the 5” inseam or allowable length as stated above. 
Pants, shorts, and skirts shall be worn at the waist and no exposed
undergarments.
Hats designed for sun and cold protection, i.e., wide, full-brim style or beanies
are allowed during outside activity only.
Clothing with hoods is permitted; however, students may not wear the hood
inside buildings.



Ensuring Student Safety

In the Norris School District, your child’s safety is our top priority. We know that for students to thrive
academically and socially, they must feel secure at school. Here are some of the key measures we are
taking to maintain a safe and supportive environment for all students:

At arrival and dismissal, staff members are stationed at school gates and parking lots to help ensure
students transition safely. Thank you for continuing to drive slowly, remain alert, and avoid distractions
such as phone use while in school parking areas.

To further enhance campus safety, Norris School District will continue to ensure that all front office doors
remain locked during the school day. Visitors will be asked to use the doorbell to request entry before
being admitted by office staff. Once inside, all visitors and volunteers will continue to follow the
district's established check-in procedures by presenting valid identification and signing in through the
Raptor Visitor Management System. The Raptor system scans visitors' IDs and checks them against the
national database of registered sex offenders, providing an additional layer of security that helps us
monitor and verify all individuals entering our campuses. These procedures remain in effect throughout
the entire instructional day, including student arrival and dismissal times. While student drop-off and pick-
up procedures will remain unchanged, all adult visitors must enter through the main office during school
hours. 

We encourage parents and guardians to visit and volunteer on our campuses and appreciate our families'
continued partnership as we take proactive steps to maintain a safe learning environment for students
and staff. Unauthorized individuals will not be permitted on campus. For more information about the
Raptor Visitor Management System, please visit our website at www.k12.ca.us.

Please make sure to complete and return your child’s emergency card as soon as possible so we have
up-to-date contact and medical information in case of an emergency.
All Norris teachers are trained to respond to emergency situations, including the unlikely event of
violence on campus. Thank you for reinforcing with your child the importance of following directions
quickly and calmly during emergency procedures.

Our schools also conduct monthly safety drills covering fire, earthquake, and lockdown procedures. For
more information on lockdown protocols, please see the “Lockdown/Shelter-in-Place FAQ” on our district
website. You can help by encouraging your child to take all drills seriously and follow instructions
carefully.

Each campus is equipped with an automated external defibrillator (AED), epinephrine pen and naloxone.
Key staff members are trained to respond immediately in the event of a medical emergency.

We look forward to a safe, secure, and productive 2026–2027 school year. Thank you for partnering with
us to keep our schools safe.



Elementary Start Times

8:00 a.m. - Gates open & supervision begins 
8:15 a.m. - Instruction begins 
Fog Delay - 10:15 a.m Instruction begins

Norris School District Extended Day Class (EDC): If 
you must drop your student(s) off earlier, our EDC 
program has an a.m.-only option available. The EDC 
program also has a p.m.-only option available. If you 
need before or after school day care, please contact 
the district office at (661) 387-7000 for information 
regarding EDC options.

Norris Middle Start Times 

7:30 a.m. - Gates open & supervision begins            
8:15 a.m. - Instruction begins promptly  
Fog Delay - 10:15 a.m Instruction begins 

School Dismissal Times
Regular Day

TK/K/SDC Pre-K
1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

=  1:35 p.m
=  2:15 p.m
=  2:45 p.m
=  3:15 p.m 

Regular Minimum Day

TK/K/SDC Pre-K
1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

=  12:35 p.m
=  1:15 p.m
=  1:45 p.m
=  2:15 p.m

1-Hour Early Release Wednesday
(Excluding  & PD Days)

TK/K/SDC Pre-K

1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

=12:35 p.m.
=1:15 p.m
=1:45 p.m
=2:15 p.m

Conference Minimum Day

= 1:15 p.m.
=  1:15 p.m
=  12:45 p.m
=  1:15 p.m

TK/K/SDC Pre-K
1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

Professional Development Day
=  11:35 a.m
=  11:35 a.m
=  12:05 p.m
=  12:35 p.m

TK/K/SDC Pre-K
1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

Last Day 

=  11:30 a.m
=  11:30 a.m
=  11:55 a.m
=  11:00 a.m

TK/K/SDC Pre-K
1st - 3rd
4th - 6th
7th - 8th

*Parents should pick up their students on time and in the appropriate
areas designated by their local school site administration.

SCHOOL START
& DISMISSAL  TIMES

SCHOOL START
& DISMISSAL TIMES



Students entering school must show proof of state-mandated immunizations: In
addition, children entering TK or kindergarten are required to have documentation
of varicella (chicken pox) immunity. This proof can be provided to the school in two
forms: a) documentation of the immunization card by the MD's office where the
immunization was given or b) a signed written statement from a licensed MD or
Doctor’s Office in CA, which states that the child had a diagnosed case of varicella.  
Students entering or retained in the 7th Grade are required to have the T-dap
Booster and a second MMR.  

If you have an updated immunization card, please bring it to the appropriate school
office. If you have any questions please feel free to contact a District Nurse at 661-387-
7000. For more information visit shotsforschool.org

School Entry Requirements

24-HOUR ATTENDANCE LINES FOR EACH CAMPUS

Studies show that success in school depends on regular and consistent attendance.  Each and 
every day builds on what was learned the day before.  Please schedule family vacations, trips, 
and reunions only during school holidays.  You will find our 202 -202  school calendar in this 
newsletter.  

If your child is absent, you must contact the school office within 72 hours or they will be 
recorded as an unexcused absence.  We have 24-hour attendance lines for your convenience.

 Bimat Elementary      387-7083  Norris Elementary      387-7025
 Norris Middle School 387-7023  Olive Drive Elementary 387-7013
 Veterans Elementary   387-7032



We want to give our students the opportunity to meet their teacher in a safe
environment. Transitional Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and SDC students and

their parents may come at any time during your scheduled time block to meet the
teacher, tour the classroom and campus, visit the playground, and participate in a

bus walkthrough for those students who will be riding the bus.
Scheduled Times:

Transitional Kindergarten, Kindergarten, & SDC
Meet the Teacher

NORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
EXTENDED DAY CLASS PROGRAM

The Norris Extended Day Class (EDC) Program will begin the f irst day of school - 
Thursday, August 13, 2026. Extended Day Class is available for any student in 

transitional kindergarten through sixth grade enrolled in the Norris School District. 
Program hours are 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. and 1:35 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  If you are 

interested in enrolling, we begin taking registrations on March 1st of each year. We 
encourage parents to register early, as many of our campuses will have a waiting list 

before the school year begins. Registration forms are available online at 
norris.k12.ca.us. If you have any questions, contact the off ice at (661)-387-7000. 



Norris ELOP Program

We're excited to welcome students and families to another
great year with the Norris Expanded Learning Opportunities
Program (ELOP)!

Expanded Program Hours
ELOP now offers programming Monday through Friday during
the following hours:

Morning Program: 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.
Afternoon Program: 1:35 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

New Registration Platform – Attendly
ELOP registration is now available through our new online
platform, Attendly. Families can conveniently register, manage
their student's enrollment, and receive important program
updates all in one place. We encourage families to complete
registration early, as enrollment is limited at each school site.
ELOP is a qualification based program. 

New Morning ELOP Program
This school year, ELOP is expanding to offer a Morning
Program from 7:00–8:00 a.m. Eligible students can begin their
day in a safe, welcoming environment with engaging activities
that promote a positive start to the school day. Note: Students
must be enrolled in afternoon ELOP to attend morning ELOP.

We look forward to providing enriching experiences before
and after school while supporting the academic, social, and
emotional growth of our students. For more information about
eligibility and registration, please contact the ELOP office at
(661) 387-7000.



NORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
INFORMATION FOR 2026-27

We are pleased to inform you that the Norris School District will be implementing a new 
option available to schools participating in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast 
Programs called the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for the 2026-2027 School Year. 
One free breakfast and one free lunch per school day is available to all enrolled students, at 
no charge, regardles of income or need.

Who can get free meals? 

All enrolled students. 

When does this start and where are the free meals available?
Breakfast and lunch are available every day beginning the first day of school, Thursday,          
August 13, 2026.

Breakfast is available before the morning bell. Lunch will be available during your student's 
designated lunch time. Please see your student's school site bell schedule. 

Only one free breakfast and one free lunch per enrolled student. 

Special Meal Accommodations: 

Students who require a meal accommodation due to a food allergy, medical need, or disability 
must submit a Medical Statement for Meal Accommodations signed by a licensed healthcare 
professional.  A meal accommodation may take approximately two weeks to implement 
depending on the complexity of the required diet. We do not make accommodations based on 
personal preference or religious convictions. If you have any further questions, please contact 
the Director of Nutrition Services at 661-387-7000. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider



Assistant Director of MOT, Melissa Martin, notes that again this year we will only transport 
students within each school's attendance area.  For example, if you live in the Olive Drive 
Elementary attendance area, but have an intra-district transfer to attend Bimat 
Elementary, the District will not provide bus service. Transportation to and from school will be, 
as it has always has been with intra-district and inter-district transfers, a parental 
responsibility.  Changes may have been made, so please review the online bus stop 
locations and times for the 202 -202  school year.  Parents are reminded to have their 
children at the bus stop five minutes prior to the listed pickup times. Mrs. Martin reminds us 
that after a couple of weeks, some changes in the bus stop locations and times may be made 
to accommodate school bus load counts. Most afternoon bus stop locations will be the 
same as the morning stops.  Also, please be patient during the first few weeks of school as the 
bus may be running late due to adjustments in routes.

The  bus stop schedules are posted on the Norris School District website, 
www.norris.k12.ca.us under the “Bus Stop Info” button and in each school site office.  If you 
have any questions concerning the morning or afternoon bus stops, please call the M.O.T. office 
at (661) 387-7045.

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP)

Our 3rd through 8th grade students participated in the statewide assessments in English-Language Arts and
Mathematics administered through the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). Our 5th and 8th grade
students also completed the California Science Test (CAST).

The digital and adaptive CAASPP assessments were administered over the course of three weeks. The results of
the SBAC tests will be used to identify the individual mastery level of each student on the Common Core State
Standards as well as to highlight instructional focus areas for the upcoming school year. They will also be utilized
to calculate performance levels that will be reflected on the California School Dashboard. The CAST measures
student acquisition of the California Next Generation Science Standards and the ELPAC, Administered to English
Learners, measures student acquisition on the English Language Development Standards.

Student Score Reports can be accessed electronically through the PowerSchool parent portal which will be available to parents
after August 13th. Directions for creating a parent portal account and accessing the student score report can be found on the
technology help page on the district website (www.norris.k12.ca.us) under the “For Parents” link in the “RESOURCES” drop-down
menu. To learn more about your child’s scores, go to the parent web page called Starting Smarter, available at
ca.startingsmarter.org.

For more information regarding SBAC assessments (www.smarterbalanced.org),
the CAST assessment (www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppscience.asp),
and the CA School Dashboard (www.cde.ca.gov/dashboard), visit the corresponding links.

Bus Schedule Information



R E M I N D E R
The use of tobacco and alcohol is not permitted on any school or district property or at

any school or district activity. This prohibition applies to all employees, students, and
visitors at any instructional program, activity, or athletic event.

Smoking or use of any tobacco-related products and disposal of any tobacco-related
waste are prohibited within 25 feet of any playground, except on a public sidewalk

located within 25 feet of the playground. (Health and Safety Code 104495)

We thank you for your support of our efforts to provide a healthy learning environment
for our children.

The Norris School District Libraries are ready to ignite
a passion for reading and learning in each of the

students in the Norris School District!  Each of our
library collections has added hundreds of new books.
These books cover both fiction and nonfiction, high-
interest student topics and standards-based topics,

classics and up and coming new authors.  Thank you to
our district funding and generous PTC clubs and

families for making so many of these new purchases
possible.  Make sure to check out the library website for
your campus.  You can find it under the Our School tab.

You can search our book collection, access our
encyclopedia databases, and see some fun pictures of

the library.  We look forward to seeing you in the
library in August!

Library Update

 
 

 
 

 

October 17, 2026 - Fall Festival @ All Elementary 
Schools 
May 6, 2027 - Traditions Dinner/Open House @ 
Norris Middle School 
May 20, 2027 - May Dinner @ All Elementary 
Schools 



Norris School District 
  6940 Calloway Drive 

  Bakersfield, CA 93312

Cy Silver
 Superintendent 
(661) 387-7000

 Chantel Mebane
Administrator of Curriculum & Instruction

(661) 387-7000

Russellyn Sullivan 
Administrator of Human Resources & Public

Information
(661) 387-7000

Daniel Weirather
Administrator of Business &  Operations 

(661) 387-7000

Brandy Rosander
Administrator of Student Supports

(661) 387-7000

Ryan Carr
Director of Maintenance, Operations & 

Transportation
(661) 387-7045

Andrew Holland
Director of Technology

(661) 387-7000

Michele Bryant
Director of Curriculum and Instruction

(661) 387-7000

Lisa Limpias
Director of Instructional Services

(661) 387-7000

Mary D’Amato
Director of Special Education

(661) 387-7000

Stephanie Bolin
Coordinator, Special Education

(661) 387-7000

Amanda Atkinson
Director of Nutritional Services

(661) 387-7000

Spencer Alphonso
Manager of ELOP & EDC

(661) 387-7000



Norris Elementary
Erin Hudson, Principal
Tiffany March, Dean
7110 Old Farm Road

Bakersfield, CA 93312
(661) 387-7020

Norris Middle School 
Amy Sawaske, Principal 

Norma Nava, Dean 
Darrin Dickey, Dean 

6990 Calloway Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 93312

(661) 387-7060

Olive Drive Elementary
Leanne Mahan-Duey, Principal

Michelle Turner, Dean
7880 Darrin Avenue

Bakersfield, CA 93308
(661) 387-7040

William B. Bimat
Jodi Mudryk, Principal

Dan Paquette, Special Ed. Dean
8600 Northshore Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312

(661) 387-7080

Veterans Elementary
Joni Sallee, Principal

Naomi deMontmorency, Dean
6301 Old Farm Road

Bakersfield, CA 93312
(661) 387-7050




